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FRIENDS FULL CEMETERY 2020 TOUR 

PROGRAMME DEFERRED UNTIL 2021 
 

In view of Government and Chief Medical Officer recommendations during the current 

Covid-19/Coronavirus pandemic and all of the risks attached thereto, it has been decided to 

postpone our entire public and private cemetery tour programme for the calendar year 2020. 

The Committee have decided that although there has been some easing of restrictions, social 

distancing is still an issue, gatherings must be limited to 30 people, facemasks need to be 

worn in certain situations, names and addresses would possibly have to be recorded and there 

may well have been a disinclination for Friends and members of the public to attend. 
 

The good news is that the entire exciting tour and events programme planned for 2020, as 

detailed on Page 2 of Broadsheet Issue 39, will now comprise our total tour plan for the year 

2021, so that all of the research undertaken and all of the relevant thematic booklet 

production will serve a useful purpose. Full details and revised dates will be notified in due 

course. Some of our major planned projects have also been delayed but it is hoped that 

progress will be made at the earliest opportunity. General meetings have been cancelled.   
 

In the last issue of The Broadsheet, Spring 2020, we informed all friends that they would be 

notified by e-mail of changes in the Covid-19 situation and indeed two such e-mails were 

issued. At the present time the official, last Saturday morning of every calendar month, 

Maintenance sessions are suspended but it is hoped that they will be re-introduced within the 

next few months. Again all Friends will be notified by e-mail when the current situation 

changes. In view of these unprecedented events the FBWC committee have decided:    
 

That FBWC membership will be free for existing Friends for the year 

2020/2021 ï 1 October 2020 until 30 September 2021 (with a voluntary 

donation option - see Page 2 of this issue for details). 
 

Below, hugely delayed cemetery maintenance starts at last; 27 June 2020. [Photo: Editor] 
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STOP PRESS:    FREE 2020/2021 FBWC 

Membership for Existing Friends: OFFICIAL! 
 

As mentioned on the front page, the FBWC Committee have decided that in view of the 

heavily curtailed 2020 events programme, attributable to the restrictions imposed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic, which resulted in all public and private cemetery tours, all general 

maintenance days and all general meetings to be either cancelled or postponed, that it would 

be only fair and equitable if membership subscriptions for the next accounting year, 1 

October 2020 to 30 September 2021, were waived for existing Friends of the cemetery. 

 

We are of course intending to continue to pursue a number of projects within the cemetery 

once circumstances improve and the pandemic rules and advisories are relaxed. Also despite 

the circumstances The Broadsheet has continued to be published three times per annum and 

therefore members have received some form of regular communication. However, the Friends 

are not about óbenefitsô, they are about enhancing the cemetery in a number of areas, in 

accordance with the Constitution. Notwithstanding the free membership, if Friends wish to 

make a voluntary donation commensurate with the annual subscription of Ã3, then any such 

remittances will be gratefully received towards achieving our goals. 

 

We are also moving with the times and, if preferred, Friends can make any donations and pay 

their future annual membership subscriptions to the Membership Secretary not only by cash 

or cheque but also by Bank Transfer to the Friendôs bank account. If you would like to make 

payment by this method, please contact me and I will let you know the bank details and the 

procedure for doing so. Please note that in normal circumstances annual membership fees are 

payable on or about 1 October each year. A reminder will be issued to all Friends on our e-

mailing list at the appropriate time, others being asked to note the above details in their 

records. 

 

Mary Pickett ï Membership Secretary 

Postal address: 91, Upper Brighton Road, WORTHING, BN14 9HZ 

 

E-MAIL: marymouse61@gmail.com  
 

FBWC MEMBERSHIP INCREASES 
 
I am delighted to announce that notwithstanding all of the national problems attributable to 

the Coronavirus pandemic that our membership has increased to 103 Friends of Broadwater 

and Worthing Cemetery. In the current circumstances this trend is most encouraging and you 

are all thanked for your support for our common cause at this difficult time. 

 

FACEBOOK 
 

For those indulging in modern media you are encouraged to visit our Friends Facebook page 

for latest news, observations, public contributions and photographs, all managed by Sue Nea. 

 

 

mailto:marymouse61@gmail.com
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 ANOTHER LARGE TREE TOPPLES 
 

At the end of June 2020 strong winds brought down yet another huge tree branch in 

Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery, blocking one of our grass footpaths. The event 

highlighted the need for substantial tree surgery throughout the cemetery. Our Maintenance 

Coordinator has identified other large trees that look vulnerable but a professional survey is, 

in the view of the Friends, urgently required. Fortunately there were no injuries on this 

occasion but in the current world of Health and Safety the Council need to address this 

potential problem.  

 

You may recall a large tree fell in the south west corner of the cemetery during February 

2020, which part demolished a boundary wall, and also a further incident reported in The 

Broadsheet in 2019 featuring a very large branch, which, without being dramatic, could have 

seriously injured somebody who just happened to be in the vicinity at the time. Below is an 

image of the fallen tree, in Section A6 of the cemetery. [All photographs appearing herein are 

by your Editor unless otherwise credited]. 

 

 
 

         FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

During a period of little financial activity due to the Coronavirus restrictions, resulting in the 

postponement of our cemetery tours, booklet sales and refreshment income, our cash at bank 

and floats have changed only marginally during the past 4 months. At the date of publication 

we have Ã6,412.13 at bank and Ã9.98 in cash floats, a total worth of Ã6,422.11 with no debt. 

The Covid-19 situation has deprived the Friends of several hundreds of pounds of income. 
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 CHAPEL RUBBISH TIP CLEARED BY 

THE COUNCIL AT LONG-LONG LAST 
 
Following problematical organisational changes within Adur and Worthing Council and after 

constant and at times fruitless badgering of the new so called óBereavement Servicesô by our 

Chairman, your Editor is delighted to report that after a period of nearly 12 months the rotting 

piles of largely green waste, the result of the maintenance efforts and sheer hard work by the 

Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery, have at last been removed. A lack of 

manpower due to the Coronavirus was blamed for the long delay but the rubbish was 

accumulating months before anybody had heard of the virus and pandemic. They say all is 

well that ends well but my goodness it has been a hard and rocky road while waiting for 

somebody with a grain of pro-activity within the corridors of power to actually do something! 

Below are óbefore and afterô pictures, which show the scale of the problem. 
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VANDALISM RETURNS AFTER COUNCIL                               

APPROVE SECURITY CHANGES 
 

Two of the primary reasons for the creation of the Friends of Broadwater and Worthing 

Cemetery some 12 years ago was the deteriorating state of the cemetery but also a spate of 

vandalism, when some of the graves desecrated included Commonwealth War Graves. At that 

time, following such incidents, the Council were persuaded that the Carnegie Road entrance 

should be locked from Monday to Friday inclusive, being open only on weekends. Former 

Worthing Mayor and our Patron Major Tom Wye was the instigator of these changes. He 

knew what he was talking about and vandalism immediately decreased. 

 

Late last year some ill-informed Council official ordered changes in security procedure 

because, allegedly, some members of the public, who use the cemetery as a shortcut plus a 

few dog walkers, complained that the entrance was closed and accordingly, within a couple of 

months of the entrance re-opening, the age old problem of vandalism reared its very ugly 

face. The damage incurred is heart-breaking to those who care about the cemetery and who 

have spent hundreds of hours of their lives trying to maintain and enhance the site. What 

follows are some shocking views of the senseless damage incurred. The damage is most 

likely caused by youths who óhang aboutô the cemetery, using the Carnegie Road entrance. 

 

We have also been informed of another quite shocking case of the Council not properly 

monitoring the performance of the company employed to provide security. It is posted on the 

two cemetery entrance gate locations that at this time of year the cemetery closes at 20.00 

hours. At the end of May 2020 the Friends received this shocking report: 

 

ñWe love the cemetery and we walk all year round to see the woodpeckers, variety of 

butterflies, squirrels and all the meadow flowers. The different bird song is lovely. 

Unfortunately last night four groups of walkers got locked in (the cemetery) and we had 

to climb over the walls. The Council says (the gates are closed at) 8 p.m. but we were 

locked in at 7.40 p.m. It wasnôt easy with dogs and a disabled person climbing over the 

walls. It was quite a painful exercise. Thankfully a local resident who was gardening 

helped lift the dogs over.ò  [How awful  ï Ed.]. Illustrations of the vandalism follow: 

 

  [Photo: Paul Robards] 
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Where are the security staff when this is happening, where are the community police officers, 

where are the legal deterrents, where are the prosecutions, where are the Council? Close the 

Carnegie Road gates Monday to Friday NOW! Are you listening Adur & Worthing Council? 
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THE LAST ï CEMETERY HUMOUR 
 

The Cemetery Humour page was introduced originally to somewhat lighten the subject of 

death, cemeteries, burials and the whole of the óBereavement Servicesô industry but perhaps 

at times there has been just a little óover the topô levity, although if any one item brought a 

smile to the faces of my readers then a purpose will have been served. However I think the 

item has now run its course, at least without printing óthatô sort of joke. Here are a few more: 
 

Did you hear about the government video about the Coronavirus? It went viral! 

 

During the Coronavirus the best place to visit is our cemetery because everybody there 

is at least 6 feet away from you! 

 

I donôt think that people are taking the deadly Covid-19 virus seriously enough. After 

all in China you can die from just talking about it. 

 

During the Coronavirus what did the cemetery say to the hospital? ñSorry about the 

delay, but thank you for your patientsò. 

 

What do you call an overpriced funeral? A  R.I.P.-off! 

 

My grandfather worked hard for his entire life so that he could afford a nice cremation. 

After all he urned it! 

 

Whatôs the worst joke that you can hear at a funeral? Knock knock éééé! 

 

Police in Worthing found a dead woman face down in a bathtub full of Cornflakes. West 

Sussex Constabulary said that it looked like the work of a cereal killer! 
 

     NEW WATER TAP FITTED !! 
 

We are not quite sure whether the cemetery chapel water tap was vandalised or whether it 

failed mechanically but it required replacement. Well done Adur & Worthing (for once!). 
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COUNCIL FAILS TO ADHERE TO 

MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES ï OVER 

NINE MONTHS BETWEEN GRASS CUTS 
 

After 11 long years ï soon to be 12 years ï the Friends of Broadwater and Worthing 

Cemetery have given thousands upon thousands of hours of their lives in supplementing 

Council general cemetery grass cutting with their monthly maintenance sessions, with the 

objective of ensuring that the wonderful Victorian cemetery did not become a jungle. 

Although the Council have traditionally cut the cemetery grass three times per annum their 

maintenance does not include, for example, the cutting back of brambles, or removing ivy 

from headstones and a whole lot more. The Friends have been happy to deal with the latter. 
 

Last autumn, long before the Covid-19/Coronavirus arrived there was some form of Council 

re-organisation just after the Friends had established really good contacts and communication 

with the Council on a wide range of issues. There were also changes of senior Council 

personnel, which proved to be to the detriment of our work and objectives. Although our 

Chairman and the Committee have tried hard to communicate with the newly formed 

óBereavement Servicesô department with the objective of promoting pro-activity in the 

cemetery maintenance areas, it has been difficult. The Coronavirus arrived and the reason 

then given for the neglect of óourô cemetery was a lack of manpower. However there seemed 

to be ample manpower to mow and strim the grasses at Durrington Cemetery! (see Page 25 ). 
 

The result of this Council neglect and inactivity has been interesting. There has always been 

debate about heavy cut backs of grasses in the cemetery to create a neat and tidy appearance 

versus the preservation of habitat for birds, butterflies, insects and wildlife. Eventually, a few 

years ago now, the Friends arrived at a sensible solution to the problem whereby our 

Maintenance Coordinator would mark-off certain areas of the cemetery where there were no 

known graves and that these areas would remain uncut, with the cooperation of the Council. 

This arrangement was highly successful, a sensible óbalanceô having been reached. 
 

However without a grass-cut between late Summer 2019 and mid-Summer 2020 cemetery 

growth remained unchecked and this resulted in a strange situation, which divided opinion 

not only amongst the Friends but also with members of the public. On the one hand the lack 

of a grass cut produced an unprecedented display of flowers of every description but with a 

special emphasis on Oxeye Daisies (or Dog Daisies), Leucanthemum Vulgare, when 

thousands of the flowers burst into bloom. These fairly large flowers bloom for almost three 

months and are regarded as colourful and vigorous plants by some and weeds by others. 

Whatever ones point of view the display was impressive but on the other hand burial places 

were simply consumed by these flowers and various long grasses completely obliterated 

some graves and memorials, offering a depressing view for those who have spent so much 

time on manicuring the cemetery. The birds, butterflies and insects must have had a ófield 

dayô (forgive the pun) having so much more ground in which to thrive, compared with the 

reserved but restricted  uncut areas of previous years. 
 

Love it or hate it, it was not until late June, after much ónaggingô by the Friends, that grass 

cutting commenced and  it was completed towards the end of July 2020. What follows is a 

pictorial extravaganza of the great, the good, the bad and the ugly.      
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The next two pages illustrate the remarkable floral display in the cemetery, which was 

entirely attributable to the cemetery grasses not being cut by the local authority. 
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Here are two further floral scenes, including the Jefferies Garden, South Farm Road entrance. 
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Attractive though the colourful photographs on the previous two pages are, the fact remained 

that a large number of graves were completely obscured by the uncontrolled grass growth. 

Bottom of page, the Cross of Sacrifice is out there somewhere! 
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On the previous page we featured long grasses and below is a now long-lost war grave. 

Bottom, headstones are just keeping their óheadsô above the long grasses. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


