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CHAIl RMANG BNNUAL REVI EV

FBWC Annual Report November 2019

I have to start by thanking all members for their continued support and hard work in the past year. I'm not
going to single out any individuals as the list could get rather long but please know that your efforts are
greatly appreciated regardless of the role you perform in the group. Thank you, of course, to all of the
committee without whom we could not operate.

Overall 2019 has been another positive year for FBWC. During the course of the year we have faced a few
challenges, from vandalism and tents pitched in the cemetery, to the growing pile of green waste awaiting
collection but these have been outweighed by the achievements. Membership has hovered around a
hundred, tours were yet again extremely well supported (both by members and visitors) and our finances are
very healthy. In fact, our accounts are in such a good position that we are able to consider financing a couple
of projects in 2020. Research into the potential redesign of the Typhoid Memorial Garden and the repair and
improvement of the William Hudson grave are already under way.

It is important to recognise that the funds coming into the group come from various sources and we are not
reliant just on membership subscriptions to keep running (if we were, we would have to raise the fees!) The
money brought in from our tour day booklet sales, donations and refreshments not only covers the costs of
the booklet production and the supply of drinks and cakes but also significantly tops up the coffers to make
money available for other projects. The hard work put into these tours from all involved is invaluable. Added
to this income are the various donations that come in throughout the year from private tours, talks and
research. We also receive donations from relatives grateful for the work we do on the maintenance of the
cemetery. | think we are all inclined to underestimate the impact of the clearance work we carry out. It is a
large site and the work involved can seem, at times, overwhelming, but we are making a difference. Keep up

the good work!

Worthing Bonfire Society kindly donated 2 bird boxes this year to be placed in the cemetery. These were a
thank you for welcoming them to a specially themed Skeleton Army Sunday tour in August. Our thanks go to
Chris Hare for his assistance on this tour.

It was great to welcome back 2nd Durrington Sea Scouts to the cemetery for the Remembrance Service in
November. It was good to see Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers all represented on the rather damp
Saturday morning. The Mayor was also in attendance.

We are looking forward, in 2020, to forging a strong new relationship with Bereavement Services as they are
now our main point of contact at the council. This will be for all aspects of cemetery whether it is reporting of
issues such as vandalism and arranging grass cutting or working together on improvement projects. | would
ask members to, wherever possible, come through me and not to contact them directly as it makes it easier
for everyone concerned if we have one point of contact on both sides. They have already started on a project
to produce a detailed plan of the cemetery showing every grave and who is buried in it. This will ultimately
be available online. | will be helping out with this where | can and will keep members informed of progress.

Finally | would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and health new year.
Debra
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THE SAGA OF THE TENT
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OUR WONDERFUL

CEMETERY

Our tours wup until the end of July were full
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Tour guide Paul.
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