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YET ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR 
 
Your Editor is delighted to report that the Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery 

have had yet another successful year and continued to meet the objectives contained in our 

Constitution. During 2019 the Friends conducted seven Saturday and one Sunday tour, in 

addition to a number of private tours and in total over 500 members of the public attended 

our events. Also, in addition to complimentary copies of old publications, we sold some 450 

of the FBWC produced and published thematic booklets. In eleven out of the 12 months of 

the year Friends working parties tackled the onerous task of maintaining the cemetery outside 

of the local authorityôs normal parameters. Membership figures were maintained at about 100 

Friends. Refreshment sales/income increased over the previous year by 4.56% and donations 

were a staggering 42% higher than in 2018! We had mentions in the National Federation of 

Cemetery Friends newsletter and our activities received wide coverage in the local press. Our 

Researchers produced mountains of information for our booklets, our Media Officer 

bombarded press offices, our marvellous book producer worked wonders and our book sellers 

really sold the product. Our head of Maintenance and his assistant organised clearance 

sessions, the Treasurer kept us on the straight and narrow financially and our famous cake 

baking ladies did a super job. Our Facebook coordinator beat the drum for modern media and 

our Secretary kept us all informed as to what was going on. Eight general meetings were 

held, three Broadsheet magazines were published, roses were put on graves on tour days and 

tours were led by another Friend. Our Chairman and Deputy Chairman oversaw the whole 

operation, attended meetings with the Council and other organisations. There were many 

other Friends who helped along the way and all gave their time and money (by way of 

motoring costs etc.) in many other areas. Many members of the public at home and abroad 

were assisted with finding the graves of long deceased relatives and we even made some 

wooden crosses for those with unmarked graves. There was only a modicum of vandalism, 

including graffiti, but the Friends also had an input, with the Council, in rectifying any 

damage. All in all the Friends have done a miraculous job in 2019 ï THANK YOU ALL! 

Crowds swarm across our cemetery. [All photos by your Editor unless otherwise credited] 

 

.   
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DONôT FORGET YOUR 2020 RENEWAL 
 

The very existence of the Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery depends on your 

support and if you havenôt already renewed your membership NOW is the time. At a modest 

Ã3 per annum the membership is not only a good deal but these funds are all directly and 

indirectly allocated to cemetery maintenance and enhancement. We generate other income 

from our activities but we hope to finance a number of projects in 2020, including significant 

improvements to the main entrance to the cemetery around the Typhoid memorial. The 

membership fee has remained unchanged since 2008, a very rare event these days! So, in 

accordance with the renewal invitation from our Membership Secretary and her recent 

reminder, please send your membership fee to Mrs Mary Pickett at 91 Upper Brighton Road, 

Worthing, BN14 9HZ and continue to receive this scintillating publication (!!) three times per 

annum and have the satisfaction that you really are supporting a worthy cause. 

 

     REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
 

There was a large turnout for the 2019 Remembrance Day service held at Broadwater and 

Worthing Cemetery on Saturday 9 November. In addition the Mayor of Worthing, Mrs Hazel 

Thorpe and other civic dignitaries, the service was attended by representatives of the armed 

forces, Beavers, Cubs, Explorers and Scouts of the 2
nd
 Durrington Sea Scouts, Friends of the 

Cemetery including Chairman Mrs Debra Hillman and members of the general public. The 

FBWC Patron Major Tom Wye had a significant input to the event and the entire proceedings 

were led by the Reverend Keith Smith, featured on the centre right of the photograph below. 
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The Reverend welcomed everybody before the proceedings started, which included prayers, 

the Last Post, two minutes silence, the Reveille, Exhortation, the laying of poppies, crosses 

and a wreath. There were also readings by young people from the 2
nd
 Durrington Sea Scouts. 

 

  
 

There was a long and meaningful message delivered by the Reverend Keith Smith about 

conflicts past, conflicts present and a balanced view about the future, laced with learned 

teachings that should result in a world of harmony. At 10.59 there were a few spots of rain, 

with not a single person flinching at what could have been a soaking. Happily it was a brief 

and light shower, in stark contrast to the afternoon when the whole area received a lengthy 

drenching; divine providence indeed. The image below shows the general scene around the 

Cross of Sacrifice with the Sea Scouts left, dignitaries middle and public and Friends right. 
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Below we see some of those who planted a commemorative cross beside the Cross of 

Sacrifice ï including on the left the FBWC Chairman and on the right the Mayor of 

Worthing, with armed forces representatives and related organisations in between. 

 

 
 

 
 

FBWC TREASURER FUNDS A NEW SET 

OF WHEELS FOR A óFRIENDô! 
 

FBWC Treasurer authorised a new set of wheels for Norman Manning, one of our Friends. 

No, not a new car but a new set of caster wheels for the FBWC refreshments trolley, which 

had partially seized-up and had become difficult to push. The cost was a staggering Ã13.80; 

which is somewhat cheaper than an Aston Martin Vanquish that has an RRP of Ã199,950. 
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  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019: 

PARLIAMENT COSTS FBWC Ã21.00 ! 
 

This statement is non-political but in an outrageous move the House of Commons voted for a 

General Election (not that there was much choice!), which resulted in our normal Town Hall 

Gordon Room meeting venue not being available for our AGM, due to preparations for the 

election. Therefore our resourceful Secretary and Chairman had to find another venue. This 

was to be the Offington Park Methodist church hall, which at late notice were prepared to 

accommodate us, at a cost of Ã21. We thank them but the fact remains that allowing for profit 

margins we will to have to sell 42 booklets to recover the said sum! It simply isnôt fair!  
 

A total of 21 Friends and guests attended the AGM, which started later than usual at 18.45. 

The agenda was issued prior to the meeting and the minutes will follow in due course and so 

there will not be a comprehensive summary here except to record the result of the democratic 

vote for Committee Members in a range of posts. The results were as follows: 
 

CHAIRMAN:                                        Debra Hillman 

 

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:                       Sally Roberts 

 

TREASURER:                                      John Vaughan                    

 

CIVILIAN RESEARCH:                     Sally Roberts (Coordinator) 

 

MILITARY RESEARCH:                   John Stepney 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:          Mary Pickett 

 

BROADSHEET EDITOR:                   John Vaughan 

 

PUBLICITY OFFICER:                      Carole Manning 

 

MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR: Paul Robards 

 

DEPUTY COORDINATOR:               Frank Ffitch      
 

The AGM was lively and lasted 2.5 hours. Each committee member present delivered a report 

and those absent sent reports to the Secretary for presentation at the meeting. There were 

lively discussions on a wide range of subjects, including a óWish Listô of possible projects for 

2020. The same above officers as last year were elected with the exception of Civilian 

Research, with Sally Roberts coordinating a new system of cemetery tour responsibility. 
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 CHAIRMANôS 2019 ANNUAL REVIEW 
 

 
 

All AGM reports will be incorporated in the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, which 

will be prepared and distributed by our Hon. Secretary, Fran Dingwall shortly. We welcomed 

Representatives of the Councilôs Bereavement Service who were in attendance at our AGM. 
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         THE SAGA OF THE TENT 
 

Several months ago the Friends became aware of somebody living in a small tent within the 

cemetery grounds. Looking inside the tent was a sleeping bag and a few personal belongings 

but certainly during the day there were no sightings of the tent owner/dweller. For several 

weeks the tent was in situ but authorities had been notified of the situation. Below is a view 

of the tent pitched between the headstones. 
 

 
 

Without knowing the tent dwellers personal circumstances it is difficult to be judgemental 

about the homeless status but it is easy to feel sorry for an individual who has fallen on hard 

times through circumstances beyond his control but on the other hand there could be reasons 

of his own making. However whether one has sympathy or not tent dwelling cannot be 

permitted in the cemetery because it could lead to a precedent resulting in perhaps dozens of 

tents being pitched. Not only would this be totally inappropriate but there are of course no 

sanitary provisions in the cemetery and a whole range of problems would emerge. We have to 

be careful about drug takers and alcoholics as it is. Consequently the Council took action and 

this notice, below right, was pinned to the tent. This was followed by a very poignant posting 

on our chalk board by the tent dweller; rather sad really! After the tent dweller vacated the 

cemetery we now have another tent pitched in the cemetery. [Photos below: Paul Robards] 
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OUR WONDERFUL CEMETERY TOURS 
 

Our tours up until the end of July were fully reported and illustrated in the Summer issue of 

The BROADSHEET, Issue No.37. The first tour featured here took place on Saturday 3 

August 2019, featuring óInteresting Inquestsô, which was conducted by our Chairman Debra 

Hillman. This tour proved to be the best attended tour of 2019 with 88 participants. Book 

sales amounted to Ã75 and total takings including refreshments amounted to Ã114.80. Below 

is the pre-tour scene beside the cemetery chapels as the crowds arrive. Rosemary Pearson and 

Anne Powell are manning the bookstall. In the second image Debra Hillman delivers her 

carefully prepared script to the multitudes on a delightful summer day.  
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Here is another view of the popular óInteresting Inquestsô tour. With the crowds spread right 

across part of the cemetery. The tour was enjoyed by all. 

 

 
 

Our only Sunday tour took place on 25 August 2019 and a bizarre affair it was. Conducted by 

Debra Hillman, supported by Chris Hare, the tour was joined by several members of the 

Worthing Bonfire Society. The tour included the story of the óSkeleton Armyô relating back to 

the days when the Riot Act was instigated following skirmishes with members of the 

Salvation Army. Members of The Worthing Bonfire Society were ósuitably attiredô! Below, 

they seem to have left one of their members behind! 
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There were some scary sights to be seen in the cemetery on 3 August, as seen below. 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



THE BROADSHEET  Issue No.38  
 

 0ÁÇÅ ρρ 
 

In addition to the tour guides, the general public and the Bonfire folks, the Worthing Town 

Cryer Bob Smytherman also appeared in full regalia, as seen below. 

 

  
 

Debra Hillman heads the substantial crowd of participants on the Skeleton Army tour. 

 

 
 

On Saturday 7 September 2019 it was the turn of Pauline Reed to perform the tour guide 

responsibilities to lead a tour titled óEpitaphsô, showing the cemetery visitors a wide range of 

interesting and amusing inscriptions on headstones within Broadwater and Worthing 

Cemetery. Again the day was fine and in common with most 2019 tours about 50 people 

turned up for the free tour. Again thanks must go to our researchers for their meticulous work 

in researching the life and times of all those interred who were included on the tour. 
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 óEpitaphs Tourô. 

 

                                         Tour guide Pauline. 

 

 A substantial crowd. 
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The last official tour of the year took place on Saturday 5 October 2019. Originally allocated 

to John Vaughan, due to his temporary incapacity Sally Roberts kindly offered to conduct the 

tour and yet again the tour was well populated. Although a óretoldô tour a new slant was put 

on the subject of óCentenariansô and the following facts were researched by John in tour guide 

preparation and incorporated in the tour. These facts are of general interest and your Editor 

has decided that they are worth including in this issue of the BROADSHEET. 

 

At the present time in the UK there are 14,430 Centenarians. 

 

At the present time there are 579,776 people over the age of 90. 

 

Over the past 15 years the number of Centenarians in the UK has increased by 85%. 

 

In 2002 there were 8 female Centenarians for every male. 

 

In 2017 there were 7 Centenarians for every 100,000 of the population. 

 

The oldest man to have lived in the UK was Henry Allington 1896 ï 2009, aged 113. 

 

The oldest UK person was Charlotte Hughes 1877 ï 1993, aged 115.6 years.  

 

In 1900 the average life expectancy in the UK was men 47 and women 50. 

 

In 1950 the average life expectancy in the UK was men 66 and women 72. 

 

In 2010 the average life expectancy in the UK was men 79 and women 83. 

 

Children born today compared with 1931 are 8 times more likely to reach 100 years. 

 

Below we see Sally in full flow with her attentive audience.  [Photo: Mary Pickett]. 
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The only male buried in the cemetery who achieved the status of óCentenarianô was Henry 

Thomson Irvine and it was therefore essential that he was included in the tour. Not only that 

but one of his relations, Great Great Granddaughter Sheila Burden, attended the tour and for 

the occasion our carpenter extraordinaire John Stepney made a new wooden cross for the 

otherwise unmarked grave. Sheila is seen beside the cross. [Photo: Mary Pickett] 
 

 
 

FOCUS ON SUPERB REFRESHMENTS 
 

The combined efforts of many of the Friends have already been extolled but here special 

mention must be made of the refreshment services provided for every cemetery tour by 

Carole Manning, ably supported by husband Norman Manning and Karen Foster. Carole and 

Karen are famous for their cake making. The service they provide is exemplary and in total 

their contribution has netted the FBWC a grand total of Ã251.77 during 2019, a remarkable 

effort. The girls do not take money for their cake making raw materials and I will encourage 

them to change that policy during 2020. Many thanks to the girls for their efforts, which also 

included the provision of drinks in the form of tea, coffee and juices. 

 

OUTRAGE AT BBC/NETFLIX FILMING  
 

Relatives of people buried in Henley Road Cemetery, Caversham have been outraged because 

Hartswood Films have been filming in the cemetery over three nights, from 20.00 until 05.00, 

for a new BBC and Netflix óDraculaô drama. Local residents were informed of the event 

because large cranes and lights would be used in the filming. Protesters said that filming on 

such a site was ótotally disrespectfulô and that the location should at all times be ópeacefulô. 

Others professed to be óextremely angryô. The film company said that filming was being 

undertaken in a very small area of the cemetery and individual graves could not be identified. 

Film crews would show great respect for the cemetery. The film company also said that they 

were sorry for any upset. Reading Borough Council who granted permission for the filming 

said that filming was outside of opening hours with zero impact on any visitors or activity.   
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CEMETERY BLACKBOARD MUSINGS 
 

The FBWC blackboard located between the north and south chapels is for recording mainly 

wild life observations but during the past few months it has been used for both humour and 

for sincere messages. Anybody with even a trace of a sense of humour could not resist a 

chuckle at the wag who observed both óT-Rexô and a óDodoô in the cemetery. It was also used 

as a note of thanks by the Bonfire Society for our Skeleton Army tour (see Pages 8-10). 

 

  
 

 

      MAINTENANCE STALWARTS 
 

 The Clearance Gang 31/8/19. 
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During 2019 there have been a number of regulars who have turned up at the cemetery at 

10.00 on the last Saturday of the month to tackle maintenance tasks throughout the cemetery 

as largely indicated by our Coordinator. Most tasks tackled are outside of the standard 

Council grass cutting and include tree branch trimming, bramble removal, ivy removal from 

headstones and pruning unwanted saplings, which can completely ósmotherô an area 

incorporating many graves if not controlled. The numbers attending range from 8 to 16 but 

we do need more friends to help for a very convivial and sociable 2 hours of work. There is 

no pressure and plenty of banter, with individuals working at their own pace. Do come and 

join the team because the exercise will do you good, combined with a sense of achievement. 

 

 The 28 September Team. 
 

 Just a moments rest! 
 

During the past year the dates for Council cemetery grass cuts were agreed and our reserved 

areas for the benefit of birds and insects, as well as wild life, were respected. The idea for the 

interim grass cutting of cemetery paths by a private company has been rejected. 

 


