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     2016 - ANOTHER FANTASTIC YEAR 
 

Without over-indulging in self-praise what a great year 2016 has been for the Friends of 

Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery. One could have been excused for thinking that after 8 

years interest in the cemetery and the enthusiasm of the Friends may have abated somewhat 

but such a notion is far from the truth. 

 

The list of achievements is impressive. A full programme of both Saturday and Sunday tours 

has been completed with over 500 participating members of the public attracted to the 

cemetery. Five new booklets were published, each one being informative and illustrated. In 

total book sales during the year amounted to over Ã577 (gross).  The refreshment business has 

been booming and a separate feature applauds the efforts made in this area with gross takings 

amounting to a staggering Ã335, almost doubling the gross take in 2015. Donations to the 

Friends also exceeded Ã300 during the accounting period! 

 

New large format signs were designed, procured and erected to assist visitors with the 

navigation of the cemetery. Hundreds of hours of research were undertaken to populate the 

booklets. Local children were directly involved for the first time in guiding the main tour 

during our successful Open Day and in this special year of commemoration military tours 

were very well attended. Private tours were willingly provided by the Friends óon requestô 

and much assistance was given in finding the graves of the long lost relatives for members of 

the general public. There was much flower planting and on the whole monthly cemetery 

maintenance sessions were very well attended.    

 

The annual turnover was in excess of Ã1487 and income exceeded expenditure by over Ã359, 

notwithstanding the hire of a Portaloo for our Open Day! Membership slowly increased 

during 2016, ending the year just shy of 100 members. Three issues of the BROADSHEET 

were issued and publicity was all positive. There was plenty of other activity in many 

different areas and overall 2016 was a very, very good and encouraging year.  
 
[Photo: A seasonal cemetery visitor by Mary Pickett ï all non-credited photos by your Editor] 
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   2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
At a well attended Annual General Meeting elections were held for all of the Friends of 

Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery committee posts and the following officers were 

proposed, seconded and duly elected by a unanimous block vote. 

 

CHAIRMAN :                                              Debra Hillman 

 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN :                             Sally Roberts 

 
SECRETARY :                                             Paul Holden 

 
TREASURER :                                            John Vaughan 

 
CIVIL RESEARCH :                                   Sue Nea 

 
MILITARY RESEARCH :                          John Stepney 

 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY :                 Mary Pickett 

 
MAGAZINE EDITOR :                             John Vaughan 

 
MEDIA OFFICER :                                    Paul Holden 

 
MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR :       Paul Robards 
 

There were 28 attendees at the AGM and the meeting followed the pre-prepared agenda. 

After the election of officers reports were made by all committee postholders and the detailed 

content will eventually be recorded in the minutes. Of general interest and to be fully 

described detailed in the Spring 2017 issue of The BROADSHEET, due to be published 

during the first week of April, was the provisional proposal to hold 7 Saturday and 3 Sunday 

cemetery tours next year.  

 

It was decided that the annual subscription rate should remain at Ã3 per annum, for the ninth 

year running. A date for a Christmas Drinks celebration was agreed and is reported 
elsewhere, just to confirm that the event will be held at the Cricketers Public House in 

Broadwater at 19.00 on Tuesday 13 December 2016. It was noted that the green display 

boards in the chapel store, which are used on our tour dates, were going mouldy and needed 

dry secure storage. Requests are going to be made for the Dog Warden to visit the cemetery 

four times a year in view of the number of dogs seen óoff leadô. 

 

Perhaps the major decision was to commission a pane of stained glass on Worthing Pier, as 

promoted by Paul Holden, Editor of the Worthing Journal and our Secretary, commemorating 

óourô cemetery, which was and still is a major historical site in the formation of the town, and 

also recognising the efforts and achievements accomplished by the Friends during the past 8 

years. The cost will be in the region of Ã500. WATCH THIS SPACE!    
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        2016 LATE SUMMER TOURS 
 

A comprehensive review of our 2016 Saturday and Sunday cemetery tours up to and 

including our Open Day in August was included in the last issue of the BROADSHEET; 

No.28 Summer 2016. However two further Saturday tours and two more Sunday tours were 

included in our comprehensive programme and these are reviewed here in words and 

pictures. 

 

On Sunday 14 August Sally Roberts was the tour guide for an óOverseas Connectionsô tour. 

The weather was extremely kind and the sunshine was enjoyed by all. A good crowd of 

visitors turned out to hear Sallyôs well researched delivery and here we see the attentive 

crowd listening to her every word, except, it would appear, the two dogs!  

                                                                                        [Photos: Mary Pickett]   
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On Saturday 3 September 2016 the FBWC óUpstairs/Downstairsô tour was conducted by 

Pauline Reed. Again the Friends were fortunate with the weather, indeed the latter months of 

the season were, on the whole, very fine indeed. The tour centred on the differences in the 

social classes about a century ago but the tour also included an example whereby a trusted 

and faithful servant was buried immediately adjacent to her employers. Below we see Pauline 

in summer attire and in full flow to our wonderful crowd of 72 attendees, with a gross ótakeô 

of over Ã100, notwithstanding that all of our tours are free! The scene is at the Horwood 

grave where, only a few days previous, the Friends had persuaded the Worthing Fire Brigade 

to help turn a massive headstone especially for the tour (see separate feature on Page 10). 
 

    
 

On Sunday 11 September 2016 another Sunday tour was run with the fascinating title of 

óRoyal Connectionsô. On this occasion it was Mary McKeown who led the tour and a 

fascinating tour it turned out to be. Again the climate was kind and a reasonable crowd turned 

out for the occasion. Below left, Mary is seen entertaining the group of visitors. 
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On 1 October 2016 our good fortune finally ran out and our óMedical Professionô tour was 

held in pouring rain. The conditions were diabolical but our tour guide, Chairman, Debra 

Hillman supported by Deputy Chairman Sally Roberts gritted their teeth, gave out umbrellas, 

and proceeded to conduct the entire tour in a true British spirit. There were 24 hardy 

participants and our thanks go to those visiting stalwarts for their support. The image below 

clearly illustrates the climatic conditions. 

                                                                     [Photo: Mary Pickett] 

 
 

Over the year tours were very well attended and a grand total in excess of 500 participants 

enjoyed the fruits of the research teamôs labours and of course our expert guides. 
 

                 PRIVATE TOURS 
Over the year a number of private tours were arranged for specific and disparate groups. On 

29 October 2016 our Chairman Debra Hillman had the pleasure of taking a group from the 

Offington Park Residents Association on a tour of the cemetery. She selected some of her 

favourite stories from those used on FBWC tours, after telling them something of the history 

of the cemetery. It was also a monthly clearance morning and so the participants could see the 

Friends hard at work. The tour went well and the feedback was very positive, the group 

making a Ã25 donation to FBWC funds. The OPRA are hoping to arrange another tour in the 

spring. Below, Debra and the group are seen amongst the tints of autumn. 

 

 


