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  SEVENTH    YEAR    CONSOLIDATION 
 

The calendar year 2015 will go down in the history of the Friends of Broadwater and 

Worthing Cemetery as a year of consolidation. With an enthusiastic Committee and a keen 

and largely active membership nearly all of our objectives have been successfully executed. 
 

A full programme of thematic cemetery tours was conducted, whatever the weather, and the 

numbers attending remained encouraging. We also organised a wonderful Open Day, which 

drew-in the crowds. On the whole we were fortunate with the climatic conditions except at 

season end. Our research efforts went well and five brand new booklets were published to 

join our ever-growing and now formidable booklet list. We introduced new, more direct, book 

sale techniques and broke all records in terms of our net óprofitô. Over 500 booklets were sold 

and we invested in a new multi-functional printer to facilitate production.     
 

Our monthly cemetery maintenance sessions went well and with a single exception 

attendances were at an all-time high and well into double figures. Our general evening 

meetings at the Gordon Rooms were well attended with an average of 27 Friends turning up 

to hear news, committee post-holder reports, contribute to events and to formulate policy. A 

large number of Friends worked hard to contribute to our programme and income and this 

included the provision of refreshments at main events, further contributing to our coffers. 
 

In terms of membership we exceeded 100 fully paid-up Friends and in financial terms our 
income exceeded expenditure by Ã506, although future expenditure to improve the cemetery 

and to assist visitors in the shape of new signage is in the pipeline (see separate reports). The 

25
th
 issue of the BROADSHEET was published and the Friends were also instrumental, with 

full Council support, in having a dog ópoo binô installed between the chapels and the main 

cemetery gates. The only negatives in 2015 were two graffiti attacks, where headstones were 

daubed with green spray paint. The damage has been made good by the Council and it seems 

the culprit may have been identified and verbally warned. Again see separate report within. 
 

All in all it has been a very successful year of which we can all be proud. Well done Friends, 

especially that core group of individuals who have worked so hard to ensure, within their 

specialist functions, to produce the goods, on time, in budget and with a smile on their faces. 

 

        [Photo ï Editor] 
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        AGM   ELECTION   RESULTS 
 

At the Annual General Meeting held at the Gordon Rooms on 27 November 2015, in addition 

to a large number of specific agenda items, the annual election for specific committee posts 

was held and unanimous votes from the 25 members attending saw the following individuals 

elected to the posts shown. These officers will serve in these posts for a period at least 12 

months. The results were:- 
 

CHAIRMAN                                              DEBRA HILLMAN 

 

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN                             SALLY ROBERTS 
 

SECRETARY                                                 PAUL HOLDEN 
 

TREASURER                                            JOHN VAUGHAN 
 

CIVILIAN RESEARCH                            SUE NEA 
 

MILITARY RESEARCH                          JOHN STEPNEY 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY                 MARY PICKETT     
 

MAGAZINE EDITOR                              JOHN VAUGHAN 
 

MEDIA OFFICER                                     PAUL HOLDEN          
 

MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR        PAUL ROBARDS  
 

It must be emphasised that although the above post-holders do have specific responsibilities 

there are a considerable number of Friends who support them in a variety of ways, as well as 

non-committee posts that perform a multitude of vital tasks ranging from maintenance work 

to refreshments, from research to the production of booklets, from book sales to notice board 

preparation, from tour organisation to memorial cleaning and many, many other tasks, too 

numerous to mention. Thank you all. 
 

               NEW BOOKS IN 2015  
 

Five new FBWC booklets were produced by our amazing team, led by Sue Nea and 

Mary Pickett and supported by a grand team of researchers: 

 

óTransport in Worthingô 

óSpanish Flu Epidemicô 

óWorthing: A Seaside Resortô 

óOld Worthing Familiesô 

óOverseas Connectionsô                          Have you bought your copies yet ï only Ã1 each? 

                                                                  Copies will be lodged with the British Library. 
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 CEMETERY óDOG POOô BIN PROVIDED 
 

 
 

. [All photographs are by the Editor unless otherwise credited]. 
 

There was some good news for the cemetery in the late summer when the local authority 

provided a dog poo bin for Worthing and Broadwater Cemetery. This will hopefully 

encourage dog walking locals to use the facility. Dogs are welcome in the cemetery provided 

they are on leads and the owners ópick-upô after their family pets. In the past there have been 

complaints about dogs running free and normal litter bins being filled with bags containing 

dog excreta. Also it can be quite unpleasant for cemetery maintainers if they encounter faeces 

during their clearance work. So, from all at FBWC, well done Worthing and Arun Council. 

 

The only minor criticism is the location of the poo bin, which sensibly is between the main 

gates and the chapels, BUT the actual location is very near, perhaps too near our Typhoid 

epidemic memorial garden and the main notice board, as seen in the photograph above. 
 

          WHILE ON THE SUBJECT! 

 

A decision was made prior to our Open Day to provide toilet facilities for our óstaffô and the 

general public, in accordance with Open Days in previous years. However upon making 

enquiries of Sussex Toilets the price had risen in a single year from Ã65 to Ã114, an increase 

of 75%!! Upon complaining to the company they stated that they had undercharged 

previously and that demand was exceeding supply, clearly a óbusinessô to invest in methinks! 

 

The Treasurer calculated the ócost per peeô by a secret formula and quickly determined that 

the old expression of ñgoing to spend a pennyò was lamentably out of date. Accordingly the 

company were politely told where to rent their toilet and facilities were NOT provided. There 

were no subsequent complaints. A test on the day proved everybody to be very continent! It is 

highly unlikely that we will ever again provide toilet facilities because the cost would absorb 

our entire gross book sales, donations and refreshments income resulting in financial loss. 
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     SHOCKING   GRAFFITI   ATTACK 
 

There are times, in the capacity of Editor, that there is an overwhelming inclination to use 

some very basic language when describing certain actions and certain people. There is an 

even greater temptation to describe in some detail, in medieval fashion, what it is that one 

would like to do the perpetrators of certain acts and crimes. Police warnings, ASBOs, 

community service are all incredibly ówetô and lamentably soft options but however weak, 

feeble and impotent the law of the land may be, it must prevail. Shame! 

 

On two occasions this past summer Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery have suffered from 

graffiti attacks, both perpetrated by the same individual. That comment is based on a study of 

writing style and the green spray paint daubed on certain headstones and other memorials. 

Samples of this individuals óworkô are shown below. [LOL = laugh(ing) out loud] 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Secretary Paul Holden encountered an individual leaving the cemetery who was acting 

strangely and who looked completely out of place. Paul tackled this fellow about the graffiti 

and in doing that must have planted a seed in his mind. More recently a local dog walker, 

who has a certain ópresenceô tackled the same fellow, saying that it was know who the 
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perpetrator was and many were on the lookout for the graffiti applicator óin the actô. 

Apparently (and this is stated without prejudice to anybodyôs legal rights) the individual lives 

in Queen Street and is known to be a óweirdoô. 

 

It was decided after the first attack to give this individual no publicity whatsoever (which is 

what they seek) but after the second attack the unofficial press embargo was dropped and 

particularly the óWorthing Journalô made the public aware of this menace. Since then there 

have been no further attacks but certain Friends, including your Editor, are making vigilante 

visits to the cemetery just in case. In the meantime the Council have been quick to act to 

remove the spray paint and although just visible on certain memorials their efforts have been 

not only timely but very successful. From the editorial chair we again say a mighty ówell 

doneô to the local Parks Department. While cleaning the graffiti was in progress your Editor 

photographed this most unusual sign on the cemetery gates. Your Editor is not sure he would 

plant the idea of ógraffitiô into the minds of the passing public. 

 

 
 

            MEMBERSHIP  MATTERS 
 

During the past year we again exceeded the magic figure of 100 fully paid up Friends of the 

cemetery and numbers never dipped below the high 90s. At the time of publication our 

Membership Secretary, Mary Pickett, reports that the renewal rate of 2014/15 Friends for 

2015/16 appears to be very encouraging, presently running at about 95%, which bearing in 

mind the annual fee of Ã3 has been unchanged since the inaugural meeting some seven years 

ago, may not be surprising.  

 

There is always strength in numbers and so even if Friends are unable to help directly with 

our wide variety of activities, or live many miles away, we would still welcome all readers of 

this journal not only to re-join but to include family members or friends in their renewal 

applications. If nothing else, Friends get three copies of The BROADSHEET included in 

their membership and so at effectively Ã1 per copy renewal has to be worthwhile! 

 

Mary stated in her AGM report that before year end she will be contacting all of those that 

havenôt renewed reminding them to pay if they still want to be Friends and that if not 

received by a certain date we will assume they do not want to continue with their 

membership. So when reading this in early December please make sure you are fully paid up. 
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    REFRESHING   THE   MULTITUDES 
 

How civilised it is to be able to offer to visitors to the cemetery and Friends the opportunity 

of having a hot drink and a biscuit or cupcake. Our refreshment stall is organised and run, in 

total, by Friend Carole Manning with her husband Norman providing the muscle power to 

deliver and remove a load of equipment and supplies. Come rain or shine Carole sets out her 

stall and ensures provisions are available in the correct volume. At times she understandably 

has a helper. In the following photograph Carole shares duties with her granddaughter, a 

happy looking Sophie Meikle from Lincolnshire, on our Open Day on 1 August. 
 

 
 

On occasions Carole is helped by her close friend Madeline Jupp (below, right), as was the 

case on 3 October 2015 when Carole was not available. On this day the Editorôs daughter 

Joanna Tovell (left) offered to assist. Here the animated refreshments óstaffô enjoy a chuckle. 

 

 
 

There were problems in the past few months with electricity supply but the Friends have now 

acquired some ópump flasksô (thanks Paul) to supply hot tea and coffee. During 2015 Carole 

made a net profit of some Ã130 for the Friends, which was all down to her hard work. Well 

done Carole, the best tea lady, or rather professional catering entrepreneur, in the area! 
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       CEMETERY  TOUR  BONANZA 
 

 
 

All of the FBWC tours up to and including the end of July 2015 were fully reported and 

illustrated in the last summer 2015 anniversary issue of the BROADSHEET. Since then there 

have been four further Saturday tours and two Sunday tours. On 1 August 2015 our annual 

Open Day was held and two new identical and well populated óWorthing Seaside Resortô 

tours were run in the morning and afternoon respectively with Pauline Reed guiding both 

tours. Our Chairman led the tours around the cemetery with Gill Heasman placing and 

collecting the decorative grave marker flowers. In total 80 visitors (46+34) enjoyed the tours.  

 

Above, shows bunting around the main South Farm Road entrance to draw attention to the 

event, in addition to local press and poster publicity organised by Sue Nea and supported by 

Paul Holden. As mentioned elsewhere there was much óbehind the scenesô activity in 

planning for the Open Day and much to do on the day of the event. Many thanks to all those 

involved in not only the Open Day but also all of the other tours mentioned in the following 

pages. Below tour guide Pauline is seen in full flow, happily in the sunshine. In fact until the 

end of the season we were very fortunate in enjoying largely good weather on tour dates.  
 

 


